
Keeping abreast of future need: 
the growing demand for breast care nurses



Key findings

Å Australia has a critical gap in breast care nursing services which is set to widen by 38 
per cent in the next five years

Å As at the time of the research 279 BCNõs with a shortfall of 79 breast care nurses 
nationally to grow to 109 by 2020

Å By 2020, 47 Australians will be diagnosed with breast cancer every day

Å Increasing breast cancer incidence, a surge of people living with breast cancer, an 
ageing population and increased patient contacts means the demand for breast care 
nurses is far outstripping supply
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Key statistics underpinning the research

Å Average BCN FTE = 0.71

Å Each patient provided with 13 contacts over the course of their care

Å Average occasions of service = 20/week

Å Relatively stable incidence rate of 113.5/100 000

Å 15% of primary breast cancer becomes secondary within 5 year
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