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- Evidence -

ÂTruth ðand òThe Truthó

ÂThe òscientific methodó

ÂThe problem ðMONEY ðterritory

ÂThe age of dis-/dys -enlightenment

ÂAcceptance of unethical behaviour 



- Evidence -
ÂBias 

Âunconscious (òerroró)

Âconscious (òviolationó)

ÂStudy design

ÂStudy conduct 

Â sample

Âanalysis

Â interpretation 

ÂPresentation

Â reporting

Âmarketing 



Prime Minister 

Benjamin Disraeli 

(1804 ð1881)

There are three kinds of lies

Âlies

Âdamned lies, and

Âstatistics 

Âfraud on a grand scale



- Guidelines -

ÂNHMRC portal

ÂNICE ðNational Institute for Clinical Excellence

ÂSIGN ðScottish Intercollegiate Guidelines 

Network

ÂAHRQ ðAgency for Healthcare Research and  

Quality 

Â Professional bodies ðconsumer groups 

Â Charlatans, profiteers, snake oil salesmen & nutters



- Guidelines - problems -

ÂGOBSAT method

ÂConflicts of interest

Âòghost writingó

ÂBribery and corruption

ÂNot only big corporations 



- Clinical Practice Guidelines -

- do anything but guide -

Âincomplete

Âoverlap

Âcontradictory

Âvoluminous

Âout-of-date

Âhard to assimilate 



- Clinical standards

ACSQHC -

ÂAntibiotics, stroke, ACS

ÂGOBSAT

ÂVested interests

ÂNot in plain English

ÂPoorly presented

ÂMulti -concept sentences

ÂUnrealistic expectations



- Care Delivery -

ÂPatients

ÂCarers

ÂClinicians

Ânurses

Âdoctors

Âallied health

ÂòMainstreamó and CAM



- Dimensions of Quality -



Problem

- a perfect storm -

ÂAn ageing population

Â Increasing possibilities

ÂNew, better types of care

ÂA limit to funding for healthcare

ÂAn affordability crisis

ÂWe can no longer afford to offer care that is 

not appropriate


